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Welcome to our church newsletter for October. I hope you are 
well. 
 
The more observant readers of this newsletter may have noticed 
that this is the 60th edition. So I’ve been compiling this for 5 
years??? Where has that time gone? 
 
Well, there have been some changes within our church since the first edition which I started when 
we were in interregnum, (or coming out of one, I’m not sure). I started this newsletter to try and 
share and spread the good news about St. Bartholomew’s and what we were doing for the 
community when we offered a pastoral service, visited schools with Open the Book, shared our 
faith and fellowship, and welcomed all visitors. We did not have a website or were on Facebook 
at that time. Since then, Wendy does a wonderful job updating our website and Facebook 
information frequently, thank you Wendy. But not everyone has access to technology so the 
newsletter continues to provide information for those, albeit only once a month. 
 
I looked back at the first and second editions (as I have them all saved), and yes, things have 
changed, and yet many things remain the same. The first couple of editions contained information 
about our services, the group meetings in the hall, our upcoming harvest, and gave thanks for 
peoples’ time and donations for the Food Bank and plants in our garden. I tried to be as inclusive 
as possible. The newsletter was initially only a couple of pages in length. 
 
It’s good to feel that we are still a dedicated congregation who love the church family of St. 
Bartholomew’s. Sadly, some of our church members are no longer with us but we have those 
memories. Our faith ensures we still believe in what St. Bartholomew's can offer us. Let us hope 
we can continue to devote ourselves to this church and share our Christian faith with others, build 
on this and work for our community. Let us find strength with one another and support Father 
Mark and our wonderful church. Here’s to the next 5 years! 
           Alison 
 
Since last month’s edition, who could have predicted the Queen’s sad passing? I’m sure you will 
agree on what a wonderful funeral Queen Elizabeth the Second had, and the United Kingdom 
gave thanks and appreciation for her dedicatton. However, now we look forward to King Charles 
the Third’s reign, long live the King. 
A Life of Grace' will provide a lasting opportunity to remember the late Queen Elizabeth II 
from a Christian perspective. The London Institute for Contemporary Christianity and 
HOPE Together have joined with the Bible Society to produce this new book in 
commemoration of our late Queen’s long life and deep faith. Across 10 chapters it explores 
Elizabeth’s own answer to that question, highlighting how her dynamic Christian faith 
shaped her vision for her role, and empowered her to be the inspiring servant and example 
she was, and remains. The more books bought the cheaper they are (eg 1-9 books it's £7.00 
per copy + P & P yet if 10-39 books are ordered, it's £3.00 per copy + P & P). There is  a 
notice at the back of church to add your names if you're interested in purchasing a copy.  
Alternatively, you can use the Message facility on the Facebook page. 
https://www.facebook.com/StBartsWednesbury 
 



At the time of compiling this, I do not have a name (or names), but a very big 
THANK YOU to those who have worked so hard tidying up the church garden. 
It is such a pleasure to walk up our beautiful path now with no overgrown weeds 
and to see such pretty plants and shrubs. It’s made such a difference and we 
are very grateful. Autumn now past approaches.  
 
Our current services: 
9.00 am Sunday - Holy Communion   
10.00 am Sunday - Communion Service 
Thanks to those who participate in this service doing readings, prayers, singing, musical arrangements. 
Please contact Wendy if you feel you would like to participate in our services by doing one of the readings 
or saying the intercessional prayers.  
6.00 pm First Friday each month - Quiet Hour  
 
 
CRAFT CLUB. 
The next Craft Club meeting will be on Saturday 1st October, 2-4pm.  An appeal from Wendy – 
 
Can you help please?  We want to decorate the church this year with some Christmas wreaths. 
Can you possibly make some items for the wreaths – knitted, crocheted, sewn, wooden, card, 
etc? Any form of material. We will sew them onto wreath rings. Or, perhaps you would like to 
make some mini wreaths. Perhaps some of you could make nativity figures or make a nativity 
wreath. Any sizes from mini to normal wreath size. If possible, we need these by the end of 
November (or earlier if you have any we can use). We will decorate the church around end 
November/early December. Thank you.  
 
HARVEST FESTIVAL 
On Sunday 2nd October, we will have a Harvest Festival service. Could you bring with 
you some items and we will pass these on to the Food Bank, please?  
Packet or tinned foods, toiletries, tooth paste, toothbrushes, soap, deodorant etc. A full list of 
items needed is available on the church website or on the list at the back of church. 

WEDNESBURY LITERARY FESTIVAL 

As part of the Wednesbury Literary Festival, our well-known local historian Ian Bott will be giving 
a talk about the history of Wednesbury from Saxon times to the present day. There will be a 
slideshow with commentary of about 100 images. Ian always gives interesting talks. More 
information on the church website. 

It will held in St Bartholomew's Church on Wednesday 5th October at 2 pm.  

OPEN TABLE.  
Our next Open Table lunch will be Saturday 8th October at 1 pm.  
September’s meal consisted of homemade cheese and potato pie with tomato toppings, corned 
beef and carrots, with bananas and custard or bread pudding for desert. 
As always, this was well attended. Please contact Joyce if you wish to attend the meal in October, 
thank you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



News from Sandwell Council: 
Is your child starting a new school next September? 

The closing date for secondary applications is 31 October 2022 and you will find out what place 
your child has been given on 1 March 2023. For primary applications, the deadline is 15 
January 2023 and places will be offered on 17 April 2023. 

We don’t give places on a first come, first served basis, so please take your time to ensure you 
make the best choices for your child. 

Sandwell school admissions application forms 

 
Our Contact details : Tel: 0121 556 0378. 
https://www.facebook.com/StBartsWednesbury/ or https://www.stbartswednesbury.com 

 

Finally, I am adding below a couple of short poems written by my dear late mum as they featured 
in the October 2017 newsletter and they are still relevant today, so I’m featuring them again and 
thinking of her. I hope you don’t mind a bit of my family indulgence…. 

 

HARVEST 

In the Spring we dig out weeds, 
Then we plant our tiny seeds, 
And within a week or two 
Lots of little leaves poke through. 
 
Then the Summer, every day 
We fight to keep the weeds away. 
We get sunshine and some showers 
To help to feed the fruit and flowers. 
 
But how we love this time of year 
When everything becomes so clear. 
The great rewards have come again, 
The miracle of sun and rain. 
 
The harvest time is special too, 
It shows what God has done for you, 
The food we have, the things we grow, 
Are really gifts from HIM you know. 

 
 

 
When you wake up tomorrow, 

Practice a happy smile. 
If you’re not used to doing this 

It may well take a while. 
 

God gave us special muscles 
To be happy, and smile you know. 
So try it tomorrow, or even today, 

Be brave and have a go. 
       Joan Crowley 

 



Answers to last month’s quiz are below with our next quiz.  

Quiz 67 – level 2. 

Questions Answers 
1. Which bible story ends with the appearance of a 

rainbow? 
 

The story of Noah’s 
flood 

2. How long did Noah wait before he sent the dove out from 
the ark? 

7 days 

3. Who “dragged off men and women and committed them 
to prison”? 

Saul 

4. Who was the mother of Abraham’s son, Ishmael? Hagar 

5. Who was struck dumb because he thought his wife was 
too old to have a baby? 

Zacharias 

6. Why did Saul have to escape from Damascus at night in 
a basket? 

The Jews were plotting 
to kill him 

7. Who came to Jesus by night to hear his teaching? Nicodemus 

8. What was the preofession of Luke? A doctor 

9. Where is Mount Ararat? Turkey 

10. What are”the fruit of the vine”? Grapes 

 

Quiz 68 – level 2. 

Questions Answers 
1. Which part of Adam’s body did God use to make Eve? 

 
 

2. Who was the brother of Shem and Ham?  

3. What did Lot’s wife look back at?  

4. Who took a gift of ten loaves and ten cheeses?  

5. What were the first books of the Bible written on?  

6. Where would the you find papyrus growing?  

7. Why did Simon and Andrew leave their fishing nets?  

8. Who does the Bible say, at the end of the world, will 
come in all his glory? 

 

9. Who said “Suffer the little children to come unto me?”  

10. Which book of the Bible begins “The revelation of Jesus 
Christ…”? 

 



 


