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November 2025 

St. Bartholomew’s News   

Church Hill, Wednesbury. WS10 9DG.  
Issue no. 97    
Hello everyone and I hope you and your families are 
well.    
 
The clocks have gone back and the it’s now dark very early. Once Bonfire Night has passed we 
will be busy thinking about Christmas. Lots of Christmas items and decorations are already in 
the shops, so nothing new there!  What is new though, is all the new series on many TV 
channels, and new programmes. Always a sign the dark nights are here with more people 
watching the TV and not going out. 
Our Christmas services and events will be mentioned in this newsletter and in church, nearer 
the time. 
We will have a Remembrance Service in church on 9th November, more details on page 2. 
 

Something else that is new, is the display board at the back of church. There is a 
selection of drawings for the proposed church building work/improvements. 
Please have a look to see what the church will hopefully look like. Exciting!  
 
Lots of information from Sandwell Council in this month’s newsletter, please see 
further on. 

                                                                                                                 
Take care everyone, 
Alison 
 
SOCIAL EVENTS/FUNDRAISING. 

Thank you for those who supported us and attended on 11th October when the Shifnal Male Voice 
Choir sang in church. It was a lovely evening, and many in the choir were in their 70s and 80s, 
and they sang beautifully. One gentleman played the church organ wonderfully and he was 93!  
Thank you to the sponsors, and to everyone who helped on the evening with refreshments, 
donating raffle prizes, and even washing up! 

Future events will be mentioned here, on the church website, and of course, in church. 

CRAFT CLUB. 

The next meeting will be on Saturday 1st November 2025,1.30-3.30 pm, in Wednesbury library. 
The following meeting will be 6th December. Please note, there will not be a meeting in January 
2026.   
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NEW FORTHCOMING OPPORTUNITIES AT ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S -  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We continue offering tea, coffee and cake in the 
church hall every 

Monday afternoon, 2pm - 4 pm. 

It’s a really relaxed and welcoming environment for 
those who would like to pop in and have a chat. All 
welcome. Thank you to the volunteers running this. 
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INFORMATION FROM WEST MIDLANDS POLICE. 

The clocks have recently gone back which was welcome news for everyone who got an extra hour in 
bed!  

However, it also marks the start of longer and darker nights. At this time of year, as the nights draw in, 
we’re working hard to keep our communities safe. So, here’s some things you can do that will help 
protect your home and belongings against opportunist burglars and thieves.  

Our key advice to you is - ‘Lock up’  

You can make your house much less tempting to would-be burglars by making it look occupied, even 
when you are out.  

Use timer-switches to make lights come on as it gets dark, and close curtains and blinds, so your 
valuables can’t be seen from outside.  

Even if you are at home, remember to lock your front door and windows from the inside. Some front 
doors are often left unlocked when people are in and that makes it very easy for an opportunist thief to 
walk into your home. If you have a porch, locking the door can add an extra barrier.  

Lock your back door, conservatory, and entry ways on the side of your house so criminals cannot enter 
undetected by neighbours or digital doorbell cameras.  

You can register your digital doorbells and personal CCTV on our CCTV registry (see below). 

Keep car keys away from the front door and in a Faraday pouch. Many cars are stolen by ‘Relay attack’ 
meaning criminals can unlock your car without even entering your property. As you lock up, be sure to 
double check your car is locked and you have a steering lock in place.   

Remember in an emergency call 999 or report an incident via 101.   

For more safety tips about how to keep your property safe please visit As the nights get darker – lock-up! 
| West Midlands Police  

 

News from Sandwell council –  
Sandwell IPS Jobs Fair – free event! 💼 

Join Sandwell IPS Jobs Fair on Thursday 6 November at West Bromwich Town Hall, from 10am to 1pm. 

Our jobs fairs have seen excellent footfall over the past year, with hundreds of members of the public 
from across the Black Country attending our events. 

We are expecting more than 25 exhibitors at the event with 16 already confirming their attendance 
including Hermeq, Black Country Women's Aid, West Midlands Metro, Latham Steel Doors and more! 

No booking is required, please just turn up on the day! If you wish to ask any further questions, please 
contact us via email or telephone: 

bchft.sandwellemploymentsupport@nhs.net | 07557 178671 

 

https://s-url.co/LhMnAA
https://s-url.co/LhMnAA
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.blackcountryjobsupport.com%2Fevents%2Fsandwell-jobs-fair-5/2/0100019a16d727aa-b47b56d4-c31b-45a0-a13b-f952bea85768-000000/zl2TCQ5GIk5i4rHoSY9yuKttW4ojjezpPX-ptQCH0V0=428
mailto:bchft.sandwellemploymentsupport@nhs.net
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Discover new creations at the Fire Garden, happening Friday 7 and Saturday 8 November 
2025 🔥 
❤You’re invited to wander through our Victorian Garden, illuminated by dancing flickers and flames. 
Gaze upon the magnificent mechanical bird perched atop a metal stand, with flashing eyes, kinetic wings 
and a fiery tail! 🐦 🔥 
  
🆕 Gather around the glowing nest of fire, whose heat causes otherworldly skeletal birds to circle in 
perpetual motion. Then, visit In the Balance – a striking NEW centrepiece installation. Standing at 9m by 
5m, its rotating orbs, depicting children’s drawings, blend playfulness with storytelling. 👏 
  
🎟Book early to secure your preferred slot! 
📢 For a limited time only, we’re offering our Gather and Glow Package ⏳ 
🎉This group offer includes three adult tickets, with the fourth adult ticket at half price – saving you £5!  
🙌 The Glow and Gather Package is your perfect excuse to reunite with friends, work besties, cousins 
or even plan that long-overdue double date. It’s a great opportunity to get together for less. 
,-. /  We look forward to welcoming all ages and groups to Fire Garden. Keep your eyes peeled for any 
future surprise offers! 👀 
  
⏳ Book your Gather and Glow pass for 3 adult tickets and get the 4th half price! 
 

Sandwell Remembrance Services and Parades - Sunday 9 November 2025  

Join us on Sunday 9 November 2025, for our local Remembrance services and parades, as we unite to 
mark Remembrance Sunday and commemorate the service and sacrifice of everyone who has defended 
our freedoms and protected our way of life in the two world wars and later conflicts. 

We recommend arriving from 10.30am to watch the parades. Parades will be followed by services, 
during which a two-minute silence will be observed at war memorials at 11am. 
  
This year, there will be parades with services in the following locations: 
Great Barr: St Margaret’s Church 
Oldbury: Civic Square Oldbury 
Rowley: Powke Lane Cemetery 
Smethwick: Smethwick Council House 
Tipton: Victoria Park 
Wednesbury: Memorial Gardens 
West Bromwich: Dartmouth Park 
  

https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.ticketsource.co.uk%2Fwhats-on%2Fwest-bromwich%2Fsandwell-valley-visitor-centre%2Ffire-garden-at-sandwell-valley%2Fe-yjvvva/2/0100019a0c725ecb-cfaad99f-be2a-474a-ae83-c3fd918510ba-000000/PQ0EUXlij83V9LQRAZk98HkWKUcN_8TgeecDPHHE3fY=428
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps:%252F%252Fwww.ticketsource.co.uk%252Fwhats-on%252Fwest-bromwich%252Fsandwell-valley-visitor-centre%252Ffire-garden-at-sandwell-valley%252Fe-yjvvva%2F2%2F01000199f321be71-8f9a0f9a-8c4d-4d40-a538-91cecc395b81-000000%2FZX4pjLcvWERCVneg82wl30K-IZwfnW5TyPVfBs7mJXA=427/1/0100019a0c725ecb-cfaad99f-be2a-474a-ae83-c3fd918510ba-000000/LNq0WM7VD8fM6xHglfRMsT43oElWKypL-CnxTyfNhYE=428
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These events have been organised by the Royal British Legion and local community groups, with 
support from Sandwell Council. 

The services are open to anyone who would like to pay their respects. Members of the public are 
advised that there will temporary road closures for parades during these events. 

Could you be a Shared Lives carer? 🏡 

Are you willing to share your home to 
support an adult with a learning 
disability within the local Sandwell 
community? 

Our Shared Lives Scheme is looking 
for new carers, especially for short 
term placements. As a Shared Lives 
Carer, you will be self-employed and 
be paid while someone is placed with 
you. You must be able to give an 
adult the support and care they need, 
and to include them in your everyday 
life.  

📞Visit www.sandwell.gov.uk/shared-lives for more information or call 0121 569 4467. 

 

Go Play Sandwell - free activities for children and young people ⛹ 

Go Play Sandwell provides free, valuable and high quality play experiences for the children and 
young people aged 6 – 12 years old (or up to 16 for children with SEND) in Sandwell. Our play 
sessions and events take place at a variety of venues across the borough – look for us in green 
spaces, community centres, libraries and museums, indoors and outdoors all year round! 
Our inclusive services support and empower children (and their grownups) to access play within 
the local community, fostering self worth, confidence and emotional resilience. 
 
Visit the Go Play Sandwell website for more information 
 
Bromwich Hall (previously the Manor House) has been given a grant which will be wonderful to 
improve the building and surroundings. This has recently been on the news and in the Express 
and Star. Here are some events they will be doing –  

WEDNESBURY CREATIVE NETWORK have 2 events coming up later in the year 

(1) WINTER CRAFT FAIR 29th November. The fair will be another opportunity to promote all of the craft 
groups in Wednesbury.  

https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/http:%2F%2Fwww.sandwell.gov.uk%2Fshared-lives/2/0100019a16d727aa-b47b56d4-c31b-45a0-a13b-f952bea85768-000000/1I80mk8yxbuBTyyCewSbegvM64I_ypty8wiVwb_s4ZI=428
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fgoplaysandwell.co.uk%2F/1/0100019a16d727aa-b47b56d4-c31b-45a0-a13b-f952bea85768-000000/8xA7mtGjErtF5cgTPeABztDf4dLpu-TdvuoxaWsfHHc=428


 6 
November 25 

 
 
(2) WINTER TALES AT BROMWICH HALL (formerly the 
Manor House) 
The Wednesbury Creative Network committee is pleased that a 
few of the local craft groups in the area are creating one or 
more projects about a Winter Tale of their choice.  
The projects will include many types of crafts. 
More information will be available soon.  
Winter Tales will run at Bromwich Hall throughout November 
and December. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christmas Wreath Making Workshop 🎄 
 🗓 Sunday 23 and Sunday 30 November 2025 
  
Join Sandwell Valley Visitor Centre for a heart-warming and creative 
experience as you learn the traditional craft of wreath making in this 
festive workshop hosted by Vanilla Ruffles. 
  
Create your very own fresh wreath using a beautiful selection of seasonal 
foliage and natural accessories. 
  
Whether you're a complete beginner or have some experience, this 
workshop is designed to be fun, relaxing and inspiring. No prior skills are 
needed – just bring your festive spirit! 
  
🎫 Tickets are selling fast - book yours now! 
 
 

 
  

 
ARE YOU STRUGGLING WITH THE COST OF LIVING OR WITH OTHER CONCERNS? 
Miscellaneous numbers and information that may be helpful: 
Sandwell and Walsall Citizens advice – 0300 330 9017  
National Debt Line – 0800 8084000 
Age UK - 0300 3031234 
Simple Energy Advice Line – 0800 444202  
Crime Stoppers – 0808 1689111 
Mental Health Crisis Line – 0800 953 0110 
Energy Saving Trust – energysavingtrust.org.uk Sandwell Council – 0121 569 2200 
Sandwell Council Tax – 0121 368 1155  

 
St. Bartholomew’s Contact details: 
 
Our regular services are each Sunday, at 8.30am a short reflective service and at 9.30am a 
modern family Eucharist with hymns and music followed by tea and coffee. 
 

https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.ticketsource.co.uk%2Fwhats-on%2Fwest-bromwich%2Fsandwell-valley-visitor-centre%2Fchristmas-wreath-making-workshop%2Fe-kzzqao/2/0100019a0c725ecb-cfaad99f-be2a-474a-ae83-c3fd918510ba-000000/J5Wuf2LPjefXPny_fQJ3bp3kZo3uHpmHnzCQp7RmxN8=428
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https://www.facebook.com/StBartsWednesbury/ (use the message facility) or  

https://www.stbartswednesbury.com (go to the Contact us page) If you do not have access 
to the internet, please call in to church on one of the Sunday services. 

Weddings and baptisms – if you wish to arrange one of these, or have a general enquiry, 
please call in to church on a Thursday evening 5.30-6.30pm.  

 

If you would like to go on to the reading or prayers rota, or help serve tea and 
coffee after the 9.30am service, please contact Wendy or Alison. Thank you. 

 
November is a time for gratitude, reflection, and seeking guidance. Here are some  
prayers for this month. 
 
Prayer for Gratitude and Thanksgiving 
 
"Lord, as we enter November, I thank You for the blessings of the past year. Help me to  
cultivate a heart of gratitude, recognizing Your goodness in every situation. May I express my  
thankfulness not just in words, but in actions that reflect Your love. Amen." 
 

And for Remembrance Sunday: 
 

Almighty God, the source of all peace, we remember before you those who work 
for good in all places of conflict and war. Turn the hearts of all towards the ways of 

justice and mercy. 
 

“They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old; Age shall not weary them, 
not the years condemn. At the going down of the sun and in the morning, we will 

remember them”. 
 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/StBartsWednesbury/
https://www.stbartswednesbury.com/

