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Welcome to our church newsletter for May. 
Spring has sprung! There are some beautiful 
flowers out at the moment and how lovely to 
see some colour. We are still vigilant and 
aware of Covid and its implications, but life is 
returning slowly to little more normality. 
So, what’s happening in our church community? This newsletter updates you on some of the 
things we are doing, and there is also some other community information too this month. 
 
UKRAINE. 
Sadly, the war continues in Ukraine and we are still shocked and deeply saddened at on-
going suffering. Please remember those frightened and under threat, those who are 
fighting, risking their lives, and those trying to flee the turmoil. Let us pray that this ends 
soon and peace will succeed. Many thanks to all who donated in church for the Ukraine Appeal. 
The total amount raised was £900, (St Bartholomew’s Church donated £500 and the donations 
in our Appeal box came to £400.) Our Treasurer has now transferred the money to the Disaster 
Emergency Committee’s ‘Ukraine Appeal’ bank account. Thank you. 
 
PRAYERS FOR THE PEOPLE OF UKRAINE AND RUSSIA 
 
Lord of all the earth, be present with the people of Ukraine at this time of danger, fear, and conflict. 
Grant that wise and peaceable counsels may yet prevail, and give to all suffering nations the 
freedom they desire and deserve. We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
Gracious God, we pray for the people of the Ukraine and the people of Russia; for their countries 
and their leaders. We pray for all those who are afraid; that your everlasting arms hold them in 
this time of great fear. We pray for all those who have the power over life and death; that they will 
choose for all people life, and life in all its fullness. We pray for leaders of the world; that they will 
be inspired by the wisdom and courage of Christ. Above all, Lord, today we pray for peace for 
Ukraine.Amen 
Lord, the situation the people of Ukraine now face is not a new one. The name Ukraine translates 
to 'borderland' and this nation and its people have seen struggles with Russia for a century. They 
are a resilient people who live in a volatile area of the world that has seen regular war and 
upheaval. Yet Jesus walked the earth in a similar part of the world, plagued by oppression and a 
ruthless empire. Your word promises in Isaiah 26:3 that, “you keep him in perfect peace whose 
mind is stayed on you, because he trusts in you.” We ask that the people of Ukraine may be safe 
and secure; that they will know not only peace on earth but your true and unwavering peace. 
Amen 
God of peace and justice, we pray for the people of Ukraine today. We pray for peace and the 
laying down of weapons. We pray for all those who fear for tomorrow, that your Spirit of comfort 
would draw near to them. We pray for those with power over war or peace, for wisdom, 
discernment and compassion to guide their decisions. Above all, we pray for all your precious 
children, at risk and in fear, that you would hold and protect them. We pray in the name of Jesus, 
the Prince of Peace. Amen. 
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West Midlands Fire Service (WMFS) is throwing resources, support and a fire engine behind the 
humanitarian response to the Ukraine war.  
The war’s impact on our Ukrainian colleagues has been significant, with more than 100 fire 
stations and 250 fire engines destroyed.  
WMFS will be donating a range of surplus or no-longer-needed items including tools, hoses, 
safety equipment and thermal imaging cameras for use in Ukraine. By far the biggest WMFS 
donation will be a decommissioned fire engine.  
Three WMFS employees have volunteered as drivers. They will join colleagues from other fire 
and rescue services (FRSs) in a 20-strong convoy due to leave the UK on 5 May.  
A fourth WMFS staff member, who is also a member of UK International Search and Rescue 
(UKISAR), will provide the convoy with logistical support.  
 
WMFS Chief Fire Officer, Phil Loach, said: “The war in Ukraine and resulting humanitarian crisis 
has affected us all immensely. Our communities and our staff are desperate to support the people 
whose lives have been changed so suddenly and shockingly.  
“We’re sending a range of equipment, which is either surplus or we no longer need. It means we 
can help our Ukrainian counterparts to protect lives, people and property and continue to provide 
first-class emergency services to our own communities. 
“Their bravery is beyond words, and I am immensely proud of our staff who want to go above and 
beyond to support them.”  
The convoy will include 13 fire engines, two hydraulic rescue platforms, three 4x4 vehicles, an 
incident response unit and a foam tender. Two previous convoys saw a further 40 UK FRS 
vehicles sent for use in Ukraine.  
 
 
April’s Open Table meal was an Easter themed lunch. Roast turkey, stuffing, roast potatoes, 
carrots and gravy, with a vegetarian Quorn roast option. Desert was chocolate sponge decorated 
with small chocolate eggs, or hot cross buns. The hall was decorated with bunting and handmade 
spring flowers by Lynn, (thank you!). Everyone left with their own small chocolate Easter egg. It 
was lovely to see so many people attending, and thanks for all who helped on the day. We also 
welcome any new helpers. Please come along if you can spare a couple of hours, and let Joyce 
know. There are numerous little tasks you can choose from! 
Our next Open Table meal will be on Saturday 14th May at 1.00pm. Please let Joyce know if you 
will be attending and please give as much notice as you can, thank you.  
 
The next Craft Club will be on Saturday 7th May 2pm - 4pm in the church hall. Please contact 
Lynn or Wendy for further information. Come and enjoy 2 hours of craft and chat with a cuppa 
and cake. How about bringing a friend with you? Look forward to seeing you there. Just 50p to 
cover the cost of refreshments. If you've not been before, please join us. The hall is at the bottom 
of Church Hill (next to the British Legion). There is a car park at the back of the hall.  
 
Information/request from our local police: 
 
Sandwell Cadets out planting trees for the Queens jubilee.  
There may be a few months still to go before the official celebrations, but our cadets have already 
started celebrating the Queen’s platinum jubilee.  
Four Sandwell Police cadets were out at Bristnall Hall Academy, Oldbury planting four crab apple 
and hazelnut trees as part of The Queen’s Green Canopy. Representing the Queen at the planting 
was Lord-Lieutenant of the West Midlands, John Crabtree, OBE. 
The Queen has asked people to plant a tree for her jubilee. Her majesty wants the trees to benefit 
future generations. We really want to create more opportunities like this for children across 
Sandwell, but we can’t do that without more people volunteering to be cadet leaders. 
If you want to know more about the training, the level of commitment, the kids you’ll inspire and 
the amazing people you’ll be volunteering alongside, email: cadets@westmidlands.police.uk 



 
 
Our Covid-19 safe practices will continue for a while to ensure our safety and that of our loved 
ones.  
Despite the relaxation on the Covid rules, when visiting church could you please: 
1) Bring a mask with you and wear it throughout the service. 
2) On entering church, please use the hand gel before sitting down. 
3) Finally, could you please respect social distance, leaving a row clear if possible. 
Let's all do what we can to keep everyone safe for a while longer. Thank you. 
If you, or anyone you have been in contact with, have displayed any symptoms then PLEASE 
DO NOT ATTEND CHURCH.  
Our Current services: 
9.00 am Sunday - Holy Communion   
Begin the day with our quieter Communion Service using the majestic Book of Common 
Prayer.  This is a 'said' service (i.e. no singing). 
_____________________________________________ 
10.00 am Sunday - Communion Service 
Parish Eucharist (congregational singing, no communion wine).  Traditional in form and tone but 
open to all.  Mario Castillo and the Gill family provide some music during the service. 
_________________________________________________ 
6.00 pm First Friday each month - Quiet Hour  
Recommencing in February. This is a quiet and reflective service with times of silence and 
meditation and anointing if desired.  There is no sermon or hymns.  It will be the ideal 
opportunity to take time out and to meet with God in the silence.  
 
Thank you to those who are contributing to our services by reading, saying the intercession 
prayers, singing/playing the guitar, or operating the music system. The rota is now is operation. 
Please contact Wendy if you feel you would also be able to participate in our services.  
  
 

 
 
 
 

If you have any unwanted spectacles, please hand into 
church (box at back of church). 
 
Lions Clubs throughout the UK collect unwanted and 
damaged spectacles. These are then sent to Chichester 
Lions Club which processes tens of thousands of recycled 
spectacles each year. All donations are examined by a 
team from Lions and other volunteers in the recycling 
workshop before being distributed to countries in need 
throughout the World. Thank you. 
 

 
 
 

Don’t forget the Wednesbury Food Bank! In these difficult times, the Food Bank is needed more 
than ever. Any tinned or packet foods with long ‘best before’ dates are is demand, along with 
toiletries, and even plastic bags. There is a box at the back of church to leave any donations. 
Please contact Joyce for more information. 
 
 



 

  

 

 

 
 

PEER TO PEER SUPPORT 
GROUPS: 
(OPEN TO ANY MALE OVER THE 
AGE OF 18) 
 
Are you going through a 
difficult time?  
A new Peer Support group is now 
taking place each Wednesday 
evening at the Art Gallery from 7 
pm to 9 pm. 
  

 

 
 

 

 

Don’t forget the Food Bank if you wish to donate any tinned/packet foods, 
toiletries to help those who really need them. You can bring in to church or 
take to the Food Bank in Wednesbury. They are also in need of carrier bags.  
 
 
Their opening times are Wednesday 10 am to 3 pm and Friday 1 pm to 7 pm.   
They are also short of carrier bags. Do you have any to donate please? Joyce is our contact if 
you require more information. The Food Bank need donations every week throughout the year, 
so it is an on-going process.  Thank you for any donations.  
 
Our Contact details : Tel: 0121 556 0378. 
https://www.facebook.com/StBartsWednesbury/ or https://www.stbartswednesbury.com 

 



Answers to last month’s quiz are below with our next quiz.  

Quiz 62 – level 2. 

Questions Answers 
1. Which is the 3rd book of the Bible? 

 
Leviticus. 

2. Where does it say “Thou shalt not covet”? 
 

In the Ten 
Commandments. 

3. What does “covet” mean? 
 

Wanting what 
someone else has. 

4. Who was the son of Nun? 
 

Joshua. 

5. What kind of animals did David look after when he was a 
boy? 

Sheep. 

6. What was the name of Judas Iscariot’s father? Simon. 

7. How many times did Jesus pray in the Garden of 
Gethsemane the night he was arrested? 

Three. 

8. Who said “Give us of your oil, for our lamps are gone 
out”? 

The foolish 
bridesmaids. 

9. What flowers did Jesus say “neither toil nor spin”? 
 

The lilies of the field. 

10. Who paid Judas to betray Jesus? 
 

The chief priests. 

Quiz 63 – level 2. 

Questions Answers 
1. What did God think about his creation? 

 
 

2. Who was Benjamin? 
 

 
 

3. Who said to the Israelites “You shall break down their 
alters”? 

 

4. What kind of oil was used to light the lamps of the 
Temple? 

 

5. What is the missing word? 
“Our Father which art in …….” 

 

6. Who was called “Emmanuel”?  

7. What does Emmanuel mean?  

8. Which birds did Jesus say “neither reap nor sow”?  

9. In which parable did a traveller help an injured man? 
 

 

10. In which Greek city was there an altar 
‘TO THE UNKNOWN GOD’? 

 

 


