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Our July edition starts off with some words from Canon Taiwo. 
 
Holy Spirit: A necessity for all Christians 

God wants all his children to be filled with the Holy Spirit’s power, just like the Apostles were on Pentecost. 
Being filled with the Spirit is not a rare or exclusive experience. It is meant for every believer. 

The Holy Spirit helps us remember what Jesus taught and shows us the truth about God’s promises and actions. 
He supports us when we feel weak or unsure, especially when we pray. The Holy Spirit guides us and frees us 
from the control of sin and death. When we seek the Holy Spirit and pay attention to His guidance, we become 
less tolerant of sin and grow in the fruit of the Spirit over time. 

The Holy Spirit renews us and helps us live a new life every day. Being filled with the Spirit is not just a choice; it 
is needed for the full and fruitful life God wants for us. 

To stay filled with the Holy Spirit, live in obedience to God’s word, spend time thinking about scripture, seek a 
closer relationship with God through prayer and worship, and ask God to fill you with the Holy Spirit’s power. 

Revd Taiwo 
 
We have a confirmation service on Sunday, 5th July 5pm at St 
Bartholomew's Church. 
All welcome, come along and support the new confirmed members. 
 
And a few words from me……. 
 

Hello all, and I hope you are well.  
July already and we find ourselves in the second half of the year. I wonder 
how hot this month will be? June took us by surprise and it was so hot 
wasn’t it? It wasn’t just the UK, most of Europe suffered from the high 
temperatures and we’re just not used to it are we? 
It would be particularly good to think of those vulnerable in the heat, we found it uncomfortable at best, but 
the elderly, those suffering with health conditions, and babies find it much more unbearable than we do. 
There are lots of suggestions to try and keep cool, but being a kind neighbour/friend is also just as good if 
we ask how those more sensitive people are.  
We haven’t been able to walk our poor dog in this heat, as he can struggle with his breathing (he’s a pug). 
 
Let’s also think of the unimaginable suffering so many in Venezuela are enduring. So many lives lost and 
buildings destroyed. We have a lot to be thankful for. Wishing you all a happy summer and school children a 
great summer break.        
 
Best wishes, Alison  
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CRAFT CLUB. 
The next meeting will be on Saturday 4th July 2026 1.30 - 3.30pm in Wednesbury library. Bring the craft 
you are working on, all welcome. 
Please contact Wendy or Lynn if you are interested or require more information. 
 
REGULAR EVENTS AT ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S 
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NEW EVENTS FOR ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S – MAKE A NOTE IN YOUR DIARY!! 

 

 

Sounds delicious! 

Come along for breakfast and a chat 
 

 

 

 

What are your favourite hymns? 
 
Do you know the composer/lyricist?  
Why do you like it? Has it lifted you spiritually? 
 
There will be community singing in church on the 
last Sunday of the month, starting in July.  
 
More details to follow in our services.   
Please have a think and give the details of your most 
loved hymns to either Mario or Taiwo. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesbury Carnival is soon approaching.  

 

Let’s hope for good weather on the day. 
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News from Sandwell Council. 
 
If you have access to online information, there is a lot happening in the Sandwell area. The links are:-  

Sandwell Libraries (https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/sandwell-libraries-and-archives) 
Sandwell Museums (https://www.sandwell.gov.uk/museums/museums-sites) 
Leisure Centres (https://www.sandwell.gov.uk/leisurecentres) 
Sandwell Valley (https://www.sandwellvalley.com/whats-on/) 

 

 

Water safety reminder ⚠  

We want residents to enjoy our parks and open spaces but open water 
presents serious risks in hot weather. Please follow our water safety rules: 

Don’t be tempted to swim in any form of open water, including lakes, 
pools, ponds, canals and rivers. 

Don't allow children to play near water without an adult present. 

The water may look inviting in the sunshine but can be icy cold and very 
quickly cause severe cramp and hypothermia and lead to a tragedy. 

We have some amazing swimming facilities in Sandwell to enjoy instead. 

 

 

Illuminating the Chance Glassworks' Exhibition Launch 💡  

📆 27 June to 23 July 

📍 Central Library (West Bromwich), High Street, B70 8DZ 

Step into the world of the Chance Brothers, where glassmaking, 
history and community meet. This exhibition brings together 
research from recently uncovered archive collections and artwork 
inspired by them - created by people who proudly call this place 
home. 

Whether you worked at Chance, have family stories, or simply 
want to explore the legacy of one of the region’s most influential 
industries, you’re also invited to share your own memories and 
help us keep the story of Chance alive. 

The exhibition launches from 11am on Saturday 27 June and runs 
until Thursday 23 July. Join us for the launch and receive a 
Chance-inspired goody bag (while stocks last). 

ℹ More information can be found on the Visit Sandwell website. 

 

 

 

https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/sandwell-libraries-and-archives
https://www.sandwell.gov.uk/museums/museums-sites
https://www.sandwell.gov.uk/leisurecentres
https://www.sandwellvalley.com/whats-on/
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.sandwell.gov.uk%2Fleisure-culture%2Fleisure-centres/1/0100019f04b6b813-53de624a-077c-49b5-adb2-c0649e5d5cb2-000000/BwSEa0I2fUtB7_he0U5_vpKYEqItKbQlgg1fnm555bk=452
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.visitsandwell.com%2Fwhats-on%2Filluminating-the-chance-glassworks-exhibition-launch-p1849161/2/0100019ebca56474-575428de-de30-4e6e-b9e1-f32f79f3960c-000000/XDiepSKqX75t2JeSGxhXgyAvBpTLkF31A8TYeQ_-7Cw=452
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Heritage Walks & Talks with Dr Mike Hodder  

An annual favourite returns for 2026 at Sandwell Valley. 

Join us throughout the year for illustrated talks and guided walks with Dr Mike Hodder. 

This is an opportunity to explore the archaeology and history of Sandwell Priory and its connections to 
medieval West Bromwich, including Bromwich Hall and All Saints Church.  

Upcoming dates 

Heritage Talks: 
Sunday 6 September 

Heritage Walks 🚶 ➡ 
👉 Sunday 9 August 
👉 Sunday 15 November 
🎉 Heritage Open Day Walk – FREE 👉 Thursday 17 September 

☕ Tea and coffee will be provided by our Tea Rooms, and the museum will remain open for visitors. 

Whether you’re a regular or joining us for the first time, we’d love to welcome you. 

👉 Book your ticket for these walks and talks. 

 

And advice from West Midlands Police  
 

 

 
 

 

BURGLARY ADVICE 

This summer with the warmer weather, school holidays and family vacations, your home is more likely to be 
a target than it would in the colder months. 

Here is some advice - 

• All windows and doors are locked when you leave the house – even if you’re only popping out for a 
few minutes! 

• Make sure to lock away ladders at all times 

• Keep front, patio and back doors closed and locked when you are elsewhere in the house or 
the garden 

• Trimming hedges and trees at the front of your property removes opportunities for burglars to hide 
out of sight 

• Consider growing prickly hedges or roses around the perimeter of your back garden – these are 
known as defensive plants and provide a level of deterrence 

https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.ticketsource.com%2Fwhats-on%2Fwest-bromwich%2Fsandwell-valley-visitor-centre%2Fheritage-walks-and-talks-with-dr-mike-hodder%2Fe-pddxvj%3Ffbclid=IwY2xjawRmjNxleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETAwS3FUOWFoeWZweUpTRFp1c3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHoYIf0ojK1-YfHhDh2wxzFsvPNsCUfFMx4hIneSiKjID3th5pD-O46WJJDZU_aem_txqbvk5R0ETnYrbR3jjrwg/3/0100019e08f76e98-cbb02e29-61e7-4aab-b8e2-a7a8d5b00fab-000000/j9ebrjCGptCMkWuzUN0jMm0qfDklY1D1bJLaeUgl9E8=452
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• Installing a dusk to dawn security light (at head height by front and back doors) – this increases 
levels of surveillance and will deter offenders  

• Intruder alarm systems and CCTV will improve security – not to be replaced of basic security 
methods! 

• Make sure to keep garden sheds and other outbuildings locked at all times 

• Secure side gates and keep them well maintained with padlocks on 

•  Keep valuables out of sight and away from windows and doors 

• Lock your bike away in a secure shed or garage 

• Clear or hide heavy, loose debris from garden areas such as bricks, slabs etc. as these can be used 
to access your home. 

  
And some advice if you have a mobile phone -  

Here are a few tips to keeping your phone safe when out and about: 

• KEEP IT HIDDEN 

Store in an inside pocket or zipped bag, not loose in an open tote or back pocket. 

• STAY AWARE 

Avoid using it while walking in crowded areas or quiet streets. 

• SECURE 

Use a strong passcode, biometrics, and enable “find my device/iphone”. 

• WATCH HEAT 

Don’t leave it in direct sun or a hot car – overheating damages it. 

• USE A STRAP 

Lanyards or wrist straps stops drop and grabs. 

 

Don’t forget the Food Bank box at the rear of church. Food is needed by many who struggle 
whatever time of the year it is. Dried or packet goods, tinned products, shower gel, soap, 
deodorant, feminine care.  Please see Joyce if you require more information, and there is also a list 
in the box. Thank you. 

 
 

St. Bartholomew’s Contact details: 
Our regular services are each Sunday, at 8.30am a short reflective service and at 9.30am a 
modern family Eucharist with hymns and music followed by tea and coffee and a chance for 
fellowship and a chat. 
 
https://www.facebook.com/StBartsWednesbury/ (use the message facility) or  
https://www.stbartswednesbury.com (go to the Contact us page) If you do not have access 
to the internet, please call in to church on one of the Sunday services. 
Weddings and baptisms – if you wish to arrange one of these, or have a general enquiry, 
please call in to church on a Thursday evening 5.30-6.30pm.  

If you would like to go on to the reading or prayers rota, or help serve tea and coffee 
after the 9.30am service, please contact Wendy or Alison. Thank you 

https://www.facebook.com/StBartsWednesbury/
https://www.stbartswednesbury.com/
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Prayers for Venezuela –  

Lord of mercy, be near to the people of Venezuela in this time of fear and loss. Bring 
comfort to those who are hurting, shelter to those without homes, and strength to all 
who are responding with care and compassion. May your presence be a source of 

peace, and may hope rise even in the midst of uncertainty. Through Christ our Lord. 
Amen 

 

 
 


