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St. Bartholomew’s News   
Church Hill, Wednesbury. WS10 9DG.  
Issue no. 99    
Hello everyone and I wish you and your families a happy and 
blessed New Year. 
I hope you all had a nice Christmas, as always, it passes so quickly.   
Thank you to those who decorated the church in December. Our Christmas events started with a talk from 
Ian Bott on 1st December, “A black country Christmas”. Thank you Ian, always of interest and fascinating 
local history. The Christingle was held in the church hall on 14th December as we were unsure if the path 
would be accessible. It was well attended and thanks to all concerned. The total amount raised will be 
announced soon. The “almost” midnight mass was held at 9pm and thank you to all who attended. 
The bible study and meditation sessions will restart on 6th January 2026. The coffee and cake afternoons 
will restart on 12th January 2026. 
 
From the scaffolding around our beloved church, you can see that work is on-going. Work on the path up to 
church will commence very shortly. The Express and Star did a half page feature on our church a couple of 
weeks ago. It told the story, with a few photographs, of where we were just over a year ago: no vicar, no 
PCC, congregation numbers down and a generally gloomy outlook. However, our story developed into one 
of determination, hard work and success with the help of Canon Ben, the new PCC (especially Rob), plans 
passed for the much-needed building work, an increase in the new congregation giving invigoration and 
optimism, and a fully booked church hall providing a steady income. We have confidently been taking 
bookings for baptisms, weddings and funerals now for some time. We have a lot to be thankful for and our 
hard work has reaped many rewards. Thank you to all who continued to support us over the past year. A 
truly optimistic future for our wonderful church, and the newspaper gave a very positive story about us. 
The Diocese also reported an article about us with many positive aspects, similar to the Express and Star.  
Thank you both for your praise, positivity and encouragement. 
 
May I finally announce my own personal happy news, (sorry to claim the limelight for a little while!). I shall 
become a grandma in 2026! Our eldest daughter is expecting our first grandchild, a little girl, in May. For 
those that know me, this is something I’ve dreamt about for some years, so my husband and I are absolutely 
ecstatic! I’m buying something or other for the baby each time I go out!  
If you would like to share any happy news, please let me know. Positive things are such a joy! 
Take care everyone, keep warm, and here’s to an optimistic and successful 2026 for St. Barts!  

Alison 
CRAFT CLUB. 
The next meeting will be on Saturday 7th February 2026,1.30-3.30 pm, in Wednesbury library. 
Please note, there will not be a meeting in January 2026. 
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS AT ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S 
 

 
              ** RECOMMENCING 6TH JANUARY ** 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                    RECOMMENCING 12TH JANUARY 
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There is a comprehensive list of events in Wednesbury Library on our website. Thank you for sharing this 
information, Wendy. If you cannot access our website and are interested in what the library has to offer, ask 
me and I will print the details for you. 

  
Don’t forget the Food Bank box at the rear of church. Food is needed by many who struggle 

whatever time of the year it is. Dried or packet goods, tinned products, shower gel, 
deodorant, feminine care.  Please see Joyce if you require more information, and there is 

also a list in the box. Thank you. 

Sandwell Council Information –  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children’s Services in Sandwell rated ‘Good’ by Ofsted – A major 
milestone !"#$%&'()*+,- 

For the first time in over a decade, Children’s Services in Sandwell have 
been rated ‘Good’ by Ofsted – marking a significant transformation 
from previous inadequate ratings.  

This achievement reflects seven years of dedicated improvement since the creation of Sandwell Children’s 
Trust in 2018, working in partnership with the council to deliver better outcomes for children and families. 
Inspectors praised strong leadership, effective safeguarding, and improvements in education, health, and 
care planning. Children are now living in safe, stable homes, and their voices are shaping decisions about 
their care. While progress for care-experienced young people was recognised, further improvements are 
already underway to ensure all young people benefit from the comprehensive local offer. This 
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success demonstrates Sandwell’s commitment to its Child Friendly principles, ensuring children are safe, 
healthy, heard, and empowered. 

Read the full news release on the Sandwell Council website.  

Information from West Midlands Police - 

Whilst busy Christmas deliveries may have calmed down now that Christmas is over, we still use online 
services to deliver products/packages. Whilst I put the information below in last month’s newsletter, I’m 
including it again as we need to bear this information in mind to avoid any disappointments and be wary of 
potential risks. 

So, here are some simple, practical steps you can take to make sure your parcels end up in your hands and 
not someone else’s.  

Plan ahead of deliveries  
When you’re ordering online, try to pick a delivery slot for when you know you’ll be home. It sounds obvious, 
but it’s easy to forget when you’re rushing through checkout. If you can’t be in on that day, arrange to have 
your parcel delivered to a secure location.   
Nominate a safe spot  
If you’re out, ask a trusted neighbour or family member to take your parcel in. Many couriers also let you 
choose a “safe place” for deliveries – such as a lockable parcel box – but make sure it’s somewhere discreet 
and not in plain sight where anyone walking past can see it.  
Select a parcel shop for collection  
Doorstep deliveries aren’t the only option. Parcel lockers, parcel shops, post offices and convenience stores 
are great alternatives. They’re secure and you can collect your items when it suits you.  
Track your parcels  
Most retailers and couriers offer tracking updates, so make sure to use them. Knowing when your parcel is 
due means you can plan to be home or arrange for someone else to be there.   
Don’t share too much online   
It might be tempting to share your excitement about that big delivery on social media, but don’t. Posting 
about what’s coming and when can make you a target.  
Layer up your security   
If you can, install a doorbell camera or a motion-activated light. They’re not just useful for catching thieves – 
they can deter them altogether. Even a simple sign saying “CCTV in operation” can make someone think 
twice.  
To report parcel theft, you should call 101 for non-emergencies or report it online. In an emergency, such as 
a crime in progress, dial 999 immediately.  

For more crime prevention advice and safety tips for preventing stolen deliveries, visit their 
website: Preventing stolen doorstep deliveries | Crime prevention | West Midlands Police   

ARE YOU STRUGGLING WITH THE COST OF LIVING OR WITH OTHER CONCERNS? 
Miscellaneous numbers and information that may be helpful: 
Sandwell and Walsall Citizens advice – 0300 330 9017  
National Debt Line – 0800 8084000 
Age UK - 0300 3031234 
Simple Energy Advice Line – 0800 444202  
Crime Stoppers – 0808 1689111 
Mental Health Crisis Line – 0800 953 0110 
Energy Saving Trust – energysavingtrust.org.uk Sandwell Council – 0121 569 2200 
Sandwell Council Tax – 0121 368 1155  
 

https://s-url.co/aC0oAA
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St. Bartholomew’s Contact details: 
 
Our regular services are each Sunday, at 8.30am a short reflective service and at 9.30am a 
modern family Eucharist with hymns and music followed by tea and coffee. 
 
https://www.facebook.com/StBartsWednesbury/ (use the message facility) or  

https://www.stbartswednesbury.com (go to the Contact us page) If you do not have access to 
the internet, please call in to church on one of the Sunday services. 

Weddings and baptisms – if you wish to arrange one of these, or have a general enquiry, 
please call in to church on a Thursday evening 5.30-6.30pm.  

 

If you would like to go on to the reading or prayers rota, or help serve tea and coffee 
after the 9.30am service, please contact Wendy or Alison. Thank you. 

 

 
A Prayer for the New Year - 
 

Heavenly Father, as we stand on the threshold of a new year, we want to express 
our deepest gratitude for the past year's blessings. Thank you for your faithfulness, 

your love, and your constant presence in our lives. We acknowledge your 
sovereignty over the days gone by and the days yet to come. Amen. 

 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/StBartsWednesbury/
https://www.stbartswednesbury.com/

