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Welcome to our church newsletter for February, I hope this finds you 
well.  

So where did the first month of this year go? February already??? At least the days are a little 
longer and we have had some beautiful sunny days. And yet I think it’s started as a more hopeful 
year for various reasons, the main one being a more positive relaxation of some of the Covid 
restrictions. We still need to be vigilant but we have a new more encouraging outlook. 

Our Current services: 

9.00 am Sunday - Holy Communion   
Begin the day with our quieter Communion Service using the majestic Book of Common 
Prayer.  This is a 'said' service (i.e. no singing). 
_____________________________________________ 
10.00 am Sunday - Communion Service 
Parish Eucharist (congregational singing and no communion wine).  Traditional in form and tone 
but open to all.  Mario Castillo and the Gill family provide some music during the service. 
_________________________________________________ 
6.00 pm First Friday each month - Quiet Hour  
Recommencing in February. This is a quiet and reflective service with times of silence and 
meditation and anointing if desired.  There is no sermon or hymns.  It will be the ideal 
opportunity to take time out and to meet with God in the silence.   

Covid precautions must still be taken. Masks to be worn, sanitizing of hands, and social 
distancing are paramount. Thank you. 

The next craft and chat meeting is on Saturday 5th February, 2 pm to 4 pm, in the church hall 
next to the British Legion at the bottom of Church Hill. New members are very welcome. Just 
bring your own craft work and enjoy 2 hours of crafting and chatting. Just 50p to cover the cost of 
refreshments. 

OPEN THE BOOK:  

The team hope to visit Old Park Primary School on Friday 4th February, and St John's CofE 
Primary Academy on Tuesday 8th February. 

Please pray for our team - Margaret Wood, Linda Russell, Lynn and Mario Castillo, Claire 
Yardley, Wendy Bird and occasional guest appearances from Rob Yardley. 

Do you want to share a story in this newsletter? It would be wonderful to share some positive and 
encouraging news. Please contact me via church, the website or Father Mark. 

God willing, we restart our monthly 2 course meal on Saturday 12th February at 1pm in the 
church hall. Please contact Joyce to reserve your place, (and we also need numbers in advance 
when preparing the meal). We look forward to seeing you all once again. 



 
 
 
COMMUNITY CHOIR: 
  
 

 

A community choir will be starting in church 
from 7th February 5-6pm. Please see Suzie’s 
poster for more details and contact information. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
COMMUNITY ARTWORK PROJECT: 
 
Becky Sexton from Multistory, a community 
arts organisation, has contacted Wendy with 
the following information. The organisation 
is currently running a cultural programme in 
Wednesbury to celebrate the history of the 
town, present and future. It is funded by 
Sandwell Council and Historic England. 
They are running 3 free, relaxed and 
creative workshops for adults at South 
Staffs Water Community Hub, Union Street, 
Wednesbury, WS10 7HD on Wednesday 
9th, 16th and 23rd February 11 am to 3 pm. 
Wednesbury residents are invited to share 
their stories of Wednesbury and make paint 
and fabric artworks that will come together 
in a community installation, to be launched 
at the Clock Tower in a celebratory event on 
26th March. 
Becky was wondering if this would be of 
interest to members of our craft club 
although, of course, it is open to anybody. 
Please refer to poster >>>.  
If you can't see it clearly, please open the pdf 
file on the website’s Weekly Notices page.  

https://www.stbartswednesbury.com/weekly-
notices.html  
 



To register a place, email jesspiette@multistory.org.uk or call her on 07922 571832 to indicate 
which workshop you want to attend. 
 
The following information has been taken from the Sandwell Council website and information on 
our church website maintained by Wendy. I believe as Christians it is always good to do a good 
thing for our friends, neighbours and those in need. The information may be relevant to you, or 
someone you may know and any donations are for a worthwhile cause. 
 
SHELTER: 
Did you know that you can post your unwanted goods to Shelter’s charity shops for free? They 
are asking us to have a clear out for a good cause.  They accept any second-hand goods in 
excellent condition, but are especially in need of branded or designer clothes, shoes and 
accessories as well as jewellery. Their shops are a vital source of income in the fight against 
homelessness. By donating clothes, you can help protect the planet and raise funds to fight 
housing injustice. 
You can use their ‘Sort and Send’ service. This is from their website: - 
Pack up your goods: your parcel can weigh up to 10 kilograms, and measure up to 60 
centimetres (cm) by 50cm by 50cm  
Request a free post label: you’ll receive a label through email, from Clicksit – you can then 
print it at home, or take the barcode to your nearest Collect+ store and they’ll print it for you!   
Send off your parcel: take your parcel to your nearest Collect+ drop-off point – and feel good 
about recycling, while helping people facing homelessness   
We'll re-home your goods: once we receive your pre-loved items, we'll sort and sell them 
either on our online shop or in our charity shops. All proceeds go towards fighting homelessness. 
Thank you!  

 
 

Donate your unwanted 
furniture.  

Sandwell Council and its waste partner Serco are asking 
residents to consider donating household furniture and electrical 

items when clearing out their homes.   Sandwell Council and Serco are supporting Community 
Transport Furniture, an arm of the National Community Transport charity, which raises funds to 
provide door to door transport for the most vulnerable in our communities.   
   
The charity sells furniture, electricals and other household items that are still in a useable and 
working condition to help pay for their transportation charity work.   
   
Councillor Ahmad Bostan, Cabinet Member for Environment, said: “Reusing household items 
has now become top of the environmental agenda in recent years and we have been working 
with Community Transport Furniture for more than a decade now to make donating unwanted 
furniture easier for our residents.    
   
“We are asking residents who are potentially looking at updating their furniture or electrical 
items during Christmas sales to consider donating any unwanted items which are still in good 
order, rather than throw them away. Your furniture donations to Community Transport will not 
only help those looking to purchase affordable furniture but it will also raise money for the 
charity to support local people in our community as well as help the  environment by giving your 
items a second life.”     
“If you’re changing your sofa, upgrading your TV, or changing the bedroom furniture, ask 
yourself if it still reusable and consider donating.”   



  
Councillor Maria Crompton, deputy leader for Sandwell Council, said: “This is a fantastic 
scheme run by Community Transport Furniture and allows residents to give unwanted furniture 
a new lease of life.  
“I encourage anyone who is in the position to donate to do so and contribute to a wonderful 
environmentally-friendly scheme.” 
Nick Tomlinson from Community Transport Furniture, said: “We must thank all the residents of 
Sandwell who have previously donated to us. Without these donations we wouldn’t be able to 
continue to deliver the work we do in providing a caring specialist transport service to improve 
people’s quality of life.”   
   
“We would like to thank Sandwell Council and Serco for hosting our van at their Household 
Recycling Centre so residents can easily drop off items. We also offer a free collection service 
from homes or drop-off facility at our shop in West Bromwich.”   
Community Transport Furniture accepts a range of items including sofas, tables and chairs, 
beds and bedroom furniture, plus washing machines/dryers, cookers and small electricals - all 
in working order. The donated furniture is sold by the charity in their local West Bromwich 
store.   
   
Donate items by:  Arranging a free collection by Community Transport Furniture from your home 
online via email to donations@communitytransport.org or by phone on 0121 520 8168   

Dropping off unwanted items to the Community Transport Furniture store in Kings Square, West 
Bromwich, B70 7NW    
Dropping off unwanted items to the Community Transport Furniture van located at the Sandwell 
Council Household Recycling Centre (Tip) in Oldbury    
Donations welcomed include:   
Sofas and suites   
Tables and chairs   
Beds and bedroom furniture   
Washing machines/dryers, cookers and small electricals   
Other household items   
Desks, office chairs and furniture such as, bookcases, shelving, filing cabinets   
 
Donated items will need to comply with legal requirements, which includes any upholstered 
furniture having fire safety labels attached Fire Safety Labels and are in a reasonable, reusable 
condition.   
If your items are broken or aren’t in a reusable condition, take them to the tip in Oldbury for free 
or book a bulky waste collection.    
 
Don’t forget the Food Bank if you wish to donate any tinned/packet foods, 
toiletries to help those who really need them. You can bring in to church or take 
to the Food Bank in Wednesbury. Their opening times are Wednesday 10 am 
to 3 pm and Friday 1 pm to 7 pm.   
They are also short of carrier bags. Do you have any to donate please? Joyce is our contact if 
you require more information. The Food Bank need donations every week throughout the year, 
so it is an on-going process.  Thank you for any donations.  
Our Contact details : Tel: 0121 556 0378. 
https://www.facebook.com/StBartsWednesbury/ or https://www.stbartswednesbury.com 

Some inspirational quotes: 

"God loves each of us as if there were only one of us” – Augustine 

"God never said that the journey would be easy, but He did say that the arrival would be worthwhile" 
- Max Lucado 



Answers to last month’s quiz are below with our next quiz.  

Quiz 59 – level 2. 
Questions Answers 

1. What were the “two great lights” which God created? 
 

The Sun and the Moon 

2. Who tricked his brother into selling his birthright? 
 

Jacob 

3. Which great tower was built at Shinar? The Tower of Babel 

4. Which king of Israel lived as an outlaw for a time? 
 

King David 

5. Which domestic animal is not mentoned in the Bible? 
 

The cat 

6. What is the 8th book of the Bible? 
 

The book of Ruth 

7. Who was the great-grandmother of King David? Ruth 

8. Who was called the Son of David? Jesus 

9. Who said “We have seen his star in the East”? The Wise Men 

10. Which book in the Bible has the most chapters? Isiah – 66 chapters 

 
Quiz 60 – level 2. 
Questions Answers 

1. The name of which book in the Bible means beginning? 
 

 

2. Who was married to the two sisters, Lean and Rachel? 
 

 

3. What kind of meat did Esau cook for his father Isaac? 
 

 

4. Where in the Bible does it say”A merry heart does good 
like medicene?” 

 

5. What type of fruit did the prophet Amos have a vision 
about? 

 

6. What ate Jonah after he was thrown out of a boat during 
a storm at sea? 

 

7. Who said, “Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in 
peace”? 

 

8. Where did Simeon and Anna come to see the baby 
Jesus? 

 

9. Who was the son of Elizabeth and Zacharias? 
 

 

10. Who was described as, “The voice of one crying in the 
wilderness”? 

 



 


