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St. Bartholomew’s News

Church Hill, Wednesbury. WS10 9DG.

Issue no. 98

Hello everyone and | hope you and your families are well.
I'm so pleased to say that the building work at St. Bartholomew’s has

started! Groundworks at the rear of church have commenced, and as |
compile this newsletter, the improvements to the main path in to church
starts the first week of December. This is a mammoth undertaking, and work is going to be prioritised with the
most urgent being the first stage. The completed work will secure the future of St.
Bartholomew’s for many years to come. Exciting and hopeful times, and please pray for the

workmen and our building. Their safety and the security of our building are of paramount
importance. There are some plans at the rear of church giving some details of the work if you
haven't already seen them. It’s currently advent, a time of waiting and anticipation, it'’s very

relevant to our building work too, isn'’t it? We wish all the workmen well and hopefully some
good weather!

Our Christmas services follow later in this newsletter. Let us remember those who dread Christmas, who are
lonely and struggling financially. | always think of people who have family, but don’t see them, and especially
those who have lost loved ones who are especially missed at Christmas. Estranged families and children don’t
always have a good time. Let us pray that families can reunite, and the true spirit of Christmas and the goodwill
of Christ’s birth can be shared amongst all.

Wishing you and your families a peaceful and blessed Christmas, and a happy and healthy New Year.

Take care everyone,

ison

CRAFT CLUB.
The next meeting will be on Saturday 6" December 2025,1.30-3.30 pm, in Wednesbury library.
Please note, there will not be a meeting in January 2026.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS AT ST. BARTHOLOMEW'’S —
CHRISTINGLE SERVICE
Our Christingle service details have now been published on The Children's
Y, Society website (Christingle page). By following the link, you can donate
\? money to help our cause. ALL of the money raised will go to The
A Q| L ﬁ( Children's Society, whether you donate directly via our Christingle page or
by giving a donation on the day of the service. We look forward to
welcoming you on 14th December (3 pm start). Due to external work on
the church path, we this will now be held in the church hall (bottom
of Church Hill, WS10 9DF).

https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/christingle/st-bartholomews-
church-wednesbury-0
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Peaceful Reflection
SPIRITUAL GROWTH

Finding God in
Quiet Moments

Embrace His Peace Today

JOIN US FOR QUIET

MEDITATION AND REFLECTION
(QUIET MUSIC WILL BE PLAYED)

EVERY TUESDAY S pm to 7 pm

St Bartholomew'’s Church

WOULD YOU LIKETO LEARNHOWTO
RING THE CHURCH BELLS?
m Fridays 7.30 pm

Contact Gordon
07811 943036

[

TUESDAYS | 5.30-6.00 pm

| St Bartholomew’s Church, Church Hill |
Wednesbury, WS10 9DG
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\Monday 2pmto4pm

St Bartholomew's Hall
Church Hill, Wednesbury, WS10 9DF
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Normal Sunday services
8.30 am and 9.30 am

Sunday 14th December
Christingle Service

Normal Sunday services

Sunday 215t December 8.30 am and 9.30 am

Wednesday 24t December [| ‘Nearly midnight’ Mass
Christmas Eve 9.00 pm

Thursday 25th December
Christmas Day

NO services

Don’t forget the Food Bank box at the rear of church. Food is needed by many who struggle
whatever time of the year it is. Dried or packet goods, tinned products. Please see Joyce if
you require more information, and there is also a list in the box. Thank you.
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Sandwell Council Information -
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Christmas at Forge Mill Farm! § &
From Saturday 22 November until Tuesday 23 December %

Make this festive season unforgettable with family fun, magical experiences and your very own Christmas tree, all
in one place! Here's what’s on

& NEW! Forge Mill Family Christmas &
Living Nativity, live music, market stalls and festive fun on Saturday 29 November.

* VIP Highland Cow Christmas ¥
Meet Bonnie and Buttercup in our Christmas barn on Sunday 30 November and Saturday 6 December.

Z Christmas Bedtime at the Farm .z
Baby goats, storytelling and a cozy fire pit on 12, 13, 19 and 20 December.

Festive Farm Daytime Visits
Animals, crafts, elf hunt and pick your own Christmas tree on 22, 23 and 30 November, plus weekends and 22
and 23 December.

¥~ Christmas Arrangement Workshop
Create a stunning centerpiece with an expert florist & enjoy a festive tea on 3 December.

We can’t wait to welcome you! Book your tickets via the website..

Santa's Village at Sandwell Valley =}

%% Saturday 6, Sunday 7 and Saturday 13 December

Step into a Christmas wonderland with free entry to explore our festive markets and enjoy live music, magical
storytimes and cheerful entertainment, with so much more to be announced! Santa will be waiting with special
gifts for your little ones. Book your Santa visit (additional cost) and find out if you’ve made the naughty or nice list.
Santa Paws ®; Sunday 14 December

Make this Christmas one to remember for your furry friends with some festive fun at the Valley! This special day

is designed for dogs and their families to enjoy together, featuring a variety of dog-friendly stalls, photo

4
December 25


https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.ticketsource.co.uk%2Fwhats-on%2Fwest-bromwich%2Fforge-mill-farm/2/0100019a9d948661-32369e04-df03-4086-83f7-b5c74c01214b-000000/U_xllh8PFBJxSlVmxfowHOhuHekbMocUM5TDgwBcpD4=432

opportunities, live entertainment, festive vibes and, most of all, a chance to visit Santa (additional cost) in his cosy
grotto and take home a special treat!

&= NEW: Each child or doggy Santa visit ticket now includes FREE entry for one accompanying adult!

™ Tickets are selling fast - book now via website to secure your Christmas family plans.

Christmas Pantomime: Sleeping Beauty at West Bromwich Town Hall ’ S ARyt Futws X Trcaing Pime

“~ Friday 19 to Tuesday 23 December BE;\JJTST '

After last year’s success, Touring Panto is back by popular demand for AT st BHALL
) ) ) . FRIDAY 19 m Hx BER 2025
another incredible Christmas pantomime!

This year, Sleeping Beauty takes the stage at our newly-improved West
Bromwich Town Hall, providing more room for laughter, loved ones and
festivities.

This is a gripping, traditional tale of romance, comedy and good versus evil, brought up to date with a well-crafted
script and original songs written by Gerry Graham, comedy, dance, some unexpected twists and turns, and a
generous helping of audience involvement.

Each child can enjoy complimentary popcorn and juice sponsored by Awarding Care.

%y Book your tickets for a festive family show via website.

And information from West Midlands Police

Every winter, vehicles are stolen from driveways and outside homes when owners leave them running
unattended. Car thieves will be watching the weather forecast and will be out early in the morning on the
lookout for vehicles left unattended, and running to thaw out. Modern vehicles are often targeted in this way.
While their advanced security technology makes them difficult to steal, it becomes easy if the engine is
running and the key is in the ignition - or inside the vehicle in the case of keyless entry/start systems. There
are ways you can beat the frost and stop criminals taking your vehicle:

« Put on your windscreen covers - or a large piece of cardboard - the night before, to stop your
windows frosting up.
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* Applying a steering lock to your wheel will deter thieves at any time of the year.

* Allow extra time to defrost your car and remove windscreen covers. Never drive without fully
defrosting your windscreen. Frost can  obstruct your view when driving, putting you and other
road users at risk of harm.

« Stay with your vehicle as you are defrosting it and if you are in a rush, use de-icing spray and a
scraper to speed up the process.

« Sit inside your vehicle while the heater de-mists the windscreen and turn on the air conditioning
alongside the defrost settings.

+ Always lock your vehicle, checking your fob has done its job. Check for signs your vehicle is
locked, such as folding door mirrors, flashing headlights/indicators or hearing the alarm engaging.

Christmas is just around the corner and for many of us that means shopping online for decorations and
presents.

But while we're getting ready to celebrate, thieves are getting ready too and they’re targeting parcels left on
doorsteps.

We’ve seen a rise in parcel thefts in Smethwick recently and we don’t want anyone’s Christmas ruined by a
missing delivery.

So, here are some simple, practical steps you can take to make sure your parcels end up in your hands and not
someone else’s.

Plan ahead of deliveries

When you're ordering online, try to pick a delivery slot for when you know you’ll be home. It sounds
obvious, but it's easy to forget when you're rushing through checkout. If you can’t be in on that day,
arrange to have your parcel delivered to a secure location.

Nominate a safe spot

If you’re out, ask a trusted neighbour or family member to take your parcel in. Many couriers also
let you choose a “safe place” for deliveries — such as a lockable parcel box — but make sure it's
somewhere discreet and not in plain sight where anyone walking past can see it.

Select a parcel shop for collection

Doorstep deliveries aren’t the only option. Parcel lockers, parcel shops, post offices and
convenience stores are great alternatives. They’re secure and you can collect your items when it
suits you.

Track your parcels

Most retailers and couriers offer tracking updates, so make sure to use them. Knowing when your
parcel is due means you can plan to be home or arrange for someone else to be there.

Don’t share too much online

It might be tempting to share your excitement about that big delivery on social media, but don't.
Posting about what’'s coming and when can make you a target.

Layer up your security

If you can, install a doorbell camera or a motion-activated light. They’re not just useful for catching
thieves — they can deter them altogether. Even a simple sign saying “CCTV in operation” can make
someone think twice.

To report parcel theft, you should call 101 for non-emergencies or report it online. In an emergency,
such as a crime in progress, dial 999 immediately.
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For more crime prevention advice and safety tips for preventing stolen deliveries, visit our website: Preventing
stolen doorstep deliveries | Crime prevention | West Midlands Police

ARE YOU STRUGGLING WITH THE COST OF LIVING OR WITH OTHER CONCERNS?
Miscellaneous numbers and information that may be helpful:
Sandwell and Walsall Citizens advice — 0300 330 9017

National Debt Line — 0800 8084000

Age UK - 0300 3031234

Simple Energy Advice Line — 0800 444202

Crime Stoppers — 0808 1689111

Mental Health Crisis Line — 0800 953 0110

Energy Saving Trust — energysavingtrust.org.uk Sandwell Council — 0121 569 2200
Sandwell Council Tax — 0121 368 1155

St. Bartholomew’s Contact details:

Our regular services are each Sunday, at 8.30am a short reflective service and at 9.30am a
modern family Eucharist with hymns and music followed by tea and coffee.

https://www.facebook.com/StBartsWednesbury/ (use the message facility) or

https://lwww.stbartswednesbury.com (go to the Contact us page) If you do not have access to
the internet, please call in to church on one of the Sunday services.

Weddings and baptisms — if you wish to arrange one of these, or have a general enquiry,
please call in to church on a Thursday evening 5.30-6.30pm.

If you would like to go on to the reading or prayers rota, or help serve tea and coffee
after the 9.30am service, please contact Wendy or Alison. Thank you.

A Prayer for the Coming of Christmas

Loving God,

As the days grow shorter and the nights grow still,
we pause to prepare our hearts for the joy ahead.
Let the light of hope shine in our homes,

the peace of kindness fill our words,

and the warmth of love guide our steps.

May we welcome this season not with hurry,

but with gratitude for the gift of life,

the beauty of giving,

and the wonder of Your presence among us. Image courtesy of Pixabay
Amen.
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