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Our August edition starts off with some words from
Canon Taiwo.

The power of a unified church

The distinctive feature of a unified church, shown by the early church's remarkable growth in Acts
4.32, is a powerful inspiration. Unity is essential in the body of Christ. The largest church without unity
is a dying church, while the smallest church with godly unity is a powerhouse.

The early Christians understood the church's collective strength. They prioritised the good of the
whole over individual interests, recognising the church as a collective body. Corinthians 12.12- 13
remind us that we are parts of one body, underlining our mutual dependence.

When everyone shares the same goal, personal goals become group goals. Acts 4.32-35 shows how
people gave up their own land and plans to help the church. The early Christians worked together,
even though they came from different backgrounds. Their unity likely made the apostles' message
even stronger.

Unity is a wonderful gift we can offer the world. To follow the example of the early church, we need to
stay close to Jesus. When we put the group first, work toward shared goals, and focus on what unites
us instead of our differences, we show others the power of Jesus' teachings.

Revd Taiwo

And a few words from me.......

Hello all, and I hope you are well.

August — and the night’s will soon be drawing in! So, this year is flying by. | hope if you have children or
grandchildren, they are enjoying their Summer school break. It's hard to keep them occupied for 6 weeks
but let’s hope they are safe and content and the weather remains dry.

Lots happening within church right now, more details further within the newsletter. It’'s so encouraging to see
numerous people, (requlars and new), supporting what we are doing in church, thank you.

Enjoy the summer!

Best wishes,
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We were so pleased that Alex (from St. Bartholomew’s) was baptised on
5™ July, and he was later also one of the people confirmed in our service
later that day. Here is a photo of the candidates, who were confirmed by
The Rt Revd Dr Timothy Wambunya (Bishop of Wolverhampton) in a
lovely Confirmation Service.

Lisa Jakeaways, Samuel Jakeaways, Gregory Hall, Helen Hall,
Francesca Hall, Shannon Grundy and Alex Murphy (St. Bartholomew's
Church)

Dawn Cartmell (St Luke's Church)

Baylen Pitt (All Saints Darlaston).

We wish them every blessing on their journey of faith.

Our first “Men’s breakfast” service took place on Saturday 25™ July. It was a pleasure
to see those who attended, and we hope you enjoyed the breakfasts and refreshments.
The next one will be on Saturday 29" August at 10am. Please inform Taiwo or Rob if
you will be attending, and your preference of breakfast.

Our first community singing service took place on Sunday

evening 26™ July. It was a lovely service hearing why some of :
ST BARTHOLOMEW'’S CHURCH

us like a particular hymn. The next one will be on Sunday 30"
August — come along to sing out loud and hearing these hymns is so uplifting.

Thank you Taiwo and family for the refreshments.

A big THANK YOWU to the team who have started to tidy the church garden alongside the path into
church. This is a massive task as sadly the garden has been neglected for quite some time, but your hard
work is much appreciated.

Can you play chess? (It's always been beyond me!). Sam and Rob are starting
a chess club for those who are interested. Please contact either of them for
more information.

CRAFT CLUB.
The next meeting will be on Saturday 1% August 2026 1.30 - 3.30pm in Wednesbury library. Bring the craft
you are working on, all welcome, (although Wendy and Lynn may not be there on that particular day).

Please contact Wendy or Lynn if you are interested or require more information.
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REGULAR EVENTS AT ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S

\
\

\

\

St Bartholomew’s Hall
Church Hill, Wednesbury, WS10 DF

TUESDAY | 5.30-6.00 pm

| St Bartholomew’s Church Hall |
Wednesbury, WS10 9DF

(8 . ¥ |

Peaceful Reflection
SPIRITUAL GROWTH

Finding God in
Quiet Moments

Embrace His Peace Today

| \
[ WOULDYOULIKETOLEARNHOWTO |
\ RING THE CHURCH BELLS? /

JOIN US FOR QUIET ’q\ Fridays 7.30 pm
MEDITATION AND REFLECTION

(QUIET MUSIC WILL BE PLAYED)

EVERY TUESDAY 5 pm to 7 pm
Contact Gordon
St Bartholomew's Church 7811958089

What are your favourite hymns?

Do you know the composer/lyricist?
Why do you like it? Has it lifted you spiritually?

There will be community singing in church on the
last Sunday of the month. The next one will be on
Sunday 30'" August 2026

Listen out for the notices in our Sunday services.
Please have a think and give the details of your most
loved hymns to either Mario or Taiwo for us all to sing
and celebrate.
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News from Sandwell Council.

If you have access to on line information, there is a lot happening in the Sandwell area. The links are:-

Sandwell Libraries (https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/sandwell-libraries-and-archives)
Sandwell Museums (https://www.sandwell.gov.uk/museums/museums-sites)
Leisure Centres (https://www.sandwell.gov.uk/leisurecentres)

Sandwell Valley (https://www.sandwellvalley.com/whats-on/)

Heritage Walks & Talks with Dr Mike Hodder
An annual favourite returns for 2026 at Sandwell Valley.
Join us throughout the year for illustrated talks and guided walks with Dr Mike Hodder.

This is an opportunity to explore the archaeology and history of Sandwell Priory and its connections to
medieval West Bromwich, including Bromwich Hall and All Saints Church.

Upcoming dates

Heritage Talks:
Sunday 6 September

Heritage Walks A
- Sunday 9 August
- Sunday 15 November
&= Heritage Open Day Walk — FREE - Thursday 17 September

® Tea and coffee will be provided by our Tea Rooms, and the museum will remain open for visitors.
Whether you're a regular or joining us for the first time, we’d love to welcome you.
- Book your ticket for these walks and talks.

No BBQs or fires in Sandwell parks and green spaces © &

Remember - barbecues and fires are not allowed in our parks and open spaces. NO BBGS OR FIRES IN
Officers are on patrol and you could be fined £100. PARKS AND GREEN SPACES
In the hot and dry weather, fire can spread very quickly - risking lives and =

endangering wildlife.
West Midlands Fire Service advises:
www.sandwell.gov.uk/pspos
e Don't use disposable barbecues in parks, on grassland or in open spaces
o Don't discard cigarettes on the ground or from vehicle windows
o Take glass bottles and other items that could reflect sunlight home with you.

If you see a fire, call 999.

Looking for something to do this Summer? Try our Activity Finder «s
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Looking for ways to stay active, meet new people and make the most of the summer months?

Healthy Sandwell's Activity Finder can help you discover a wide range of local opportunities from stay and
play sessions and led cycling rides to sports sessions, creative activities and much more!

Whether you'd like to try something new, spend time outdoors or connect with others in your local area,
there's something for everyone to enjoy.

Visit the Activity Finder today and start planning your summer adventures

Open days at Sandwell Museums &=

Our summer season continues at Sandwell Museums with open days each week at different sites from now
until the end of September. Entrance is free and last admission is half an hour before the site closes.

Go to the Visit Sandwell website for details.

Sites may be open at other times for special events and pre-booked groups. Visitors can also enjoy a host of
summer events and activities for all ages from school holiday fun, large community events and talks, walks
and tours.

¥ Visit our website for more information about future events at Sandwell Museums.

Summer Fun at Forge Mill Farm &%
"% Everyday to Sunday 29 August | © 10am to 4.30pm
® Forge Mill Farm, West Bromwich, B71 3SZ

Make the most of the summer holidays with Forge Mill Farm's exciting Summer Programme, packed with
family-friendly activities, live demonstrations, and hands-on learning experiences.

This summer, you can:
Meet and learn about the farm animals
&6 Explore four interactive themed zones
& Discover where food comes from and how farming works
= Take on fun activities and challenges in the Challenge Zone
¥, Enjoy demonstrations and activities that change every week
¢ Follow social media for updates on the opening of the beautiful sunflower field
Don't forget to visit the Natural Play Barn (additional charges apply)

Additional options available include the Summer Pass and SEND Early Access Tickets for a quieter start
to the day.

= Book your tickets now and enjoy a summer adventure at Forge Mill Farm!
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Motown and Northern Soul #

SANDWELL VALLEY VISITOR CENTRE PRESENTS

% Friday 21 August

Z a
Get ready for an unforgettable evening at our Motown & Northern Soul Night Out DETBUR’,

at Sandwell Valley Visitor Centre, featuring The Detours.

Grab your tickets for just £12.50 per person. Delicious food and two bars will be
available onsite.

The Detours create a chemistry that captivates every audience. With a diverse - 02\ | ANUNFORGETTABLE EVENING Of
repertoire, each show is a unique celebration of Motown & Northern Soul magic. ‘ MOTOWN, SOUL
& NORTHERN SOU
Embrace the era by dressing for the occasion whether that’s a slick 60s look, * FRIDAY x
sparkling 70s flair, vibrant 80s colours or whatever makes you feel fabulous! V!SITORCENTBE 21STAUG

TICKETS £12.50 T:00PM | DOORSG3OPM o FOOD&2BARS © TOP NIGHT OUT!

Come and be part of owr soul,

8 Secure your tickets and be part of the celebration!

Friar Park Millennium Centre reopens &

The Friar Park Millennium Centre, a community hub at the heart of Wednesbury’s Friar Park neighbourhood,
has celebrated the official opening of its newly expanded and refurbished facilities.

It marks the completion of a major investment funded by the government as part of the Levelling Up
Partnership Programme.

The renovated and extended building now offers enhanced facilities for the community, including a
community café, dedicated youth space and permanent library.

The project has transformed the centre into a modern, flexible facility that will support residents of all ages
through learning opportunities, skills development, youth activities, community events and social spaces,
providing more opportunities for local people to come together and further strengthening its role at the heart
of the Friar Park community.

Sandwell Summer Festival =

*% Saturday 1 August| © 11am to 5pm | = FREE
© Sandwell Valley Country Park, B71 4BG
Bring your friends, family and join local residents for a day full of fun, laughter and community spirit.

From colour runs and live performances to sports, theatre, play activities and delicious food, there's
something for every age to enjoy.

Here’s just a taste of what’s in store:
(# Blind Dave’s Colour Run (sign up for the run on Sandwell website)
&= National Playday Zone
2 Live stage performances
& Sports field activities
©. Theatre shows
-«° & SHAPE Youth Zone

& Food village

% Meet Sandwell Hub
...and so much more!
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Whether you're getting active, enjoying live entertainment or simply soaking up the atmosphere, there’s
something for everyone

# Spread the word and book your FREE tickets now!

West
Midlands

POLICE

And advice from West Midlands Police

Preventing stolen doorstep deliveries

West Midlands Police advises core actions to combat the growing trend of opportunist
thieves stealing unattended packages from porches and doorsteps.

To secure your home against doorstep delivery theft, follow these official recommendations:

Track Your Delivery Live: Monitor your tracking links actively to ensure you or an alternate
resident are physically present at the property exactly when the courier arrives.

Install a Video Doorbell: Link a smart doorbell camera directly to your smartphone to
receive immediate movement alerts and visually monitor delivery drop-offs in real time.

Nominate a Trusted Neighbour: Divert incoming deliveries to a specific neighbour or
a local family member who is guaranteed to be home, or utilise a concierge service if you
reside in a flat.

Use Off-Site Locker Services: Route high-value or frequent online orders to secure,
off-site transit lockers at heavily trafficked locations like local supermarkets to prevent
exposure.

Fit Motion-Activated Security Lights: Position bright security lighting over your front
door and entryway to strip away the shadow cover that doorstep thieves rely on.

Additional Enforcement Insights from West Midlands Police

Enforce Social Media Silence: Never post photos, dates, or countdowns regarding
highly anticipated or high-value online orders on public feeds, as this alerts local thieves to
your delivery windows.

Report Active Incidents: If a parcel has been stolen, call 101 or file a report via the
West Midlands Police Online Portal. If you catch a thief actively stealing a package in real
time, immediately dial 999.

Don’t forget the Food Bank box at the rear of church. Food and toiletries are needed by many who
struggle whatever time of the year it is. Dried or packet goods, tinned products, shower gel, soap,
deodorant, feminine care. Please see Joyce if you require more information, and there is also a list
in the box. Thank you.
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St. Bartholomew’s Contact details:

Our regular services are each Sunday, at 8.30am a short reflective service and at 9.30am a
modern family Eucharist with hymns and music followed by tea and coffee and a chance for
fellowship and a chat.

https://www.facebook.com/StBartsWednesbury/ (use the message facility) or
https://lwww.stbartswednesbury.com (go to the Contact us page) If you do not have access
to the internet, please call in to church on one of the Sunday services.

Weddings and baptisms — if you wish to arrange one of these, or have a general enquiry,
please call in to church on a Thursday evening 5.30-6.30pm.

If you would like to go on to the reading or prayers rota, or help serve tea and coffee
after the 9.30am service, please contact Wendy or Alison. Thank you

A prayer for hope in difficult times —

"Heavenly Father, in times of darkness and uncertainty, | turn to You for hope. You
are the source of all hope and the light that shines in the darkness. Fill my heart with
hope, Lord, and help me trust in Your plan, even when | cannot see the way. Renew

my faith and grant me the strength to persevere through the challenges | face. In
Jesus' name, | pray. Amen."
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